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T'was  the  sixth  of  December,  a  morning  clear 
and  fine,  . 

That  Halifax  was  startled,  at  just  five  minutes 

past  nine. 
While  some  were  at  their  daily  work 
And  others  in  their  beds, 
Not  knowing  of  the  terrible  doom 
That  hovered  o'er  their  heads. 

A  ship  sailed  up  our  harbor,  a  steamer  "Mont 

Blanc"  by  name, 
Down  stream  the  Belgian  ship  "Imo", 
Then  the  collision  came. 
Launch  the  boat !  cried  a  voice 
For  there  was  danger  ahead. 
Every  man,  responded  promptly,  and  did  as 

the  Captain  said. 

The  steamer  took  afire,  and  soon  was  a  mass 
of  flame, 

An  alarm  of  fire  was  sent  in,  and  soon  the 

firemen  came. 
Then  occurred  the  awful  explosion 
Which  was  felt  miles  away, 
The  sights  in  Halifax  were  awful, 
On  that  fatal  December  day. 

The  captain,  crew  and  pilot,  their  own  lives  for 

to  save, 

Rowed  swiftly  to  the  Dartmouth  shore 
And  no  warning  to  Halifax  gave. 
Knowing  full  well,  their  ship's  cargo 
Was  Benzol  and  T.N.T. 
Enough  to  hurl  a  million  souls  into  eternity. 

People  rushed  out  in  the  street,  both  from 

far  and  near, 
Some  thinking  it  was  airships  sailing  through 

the  air. 

But  soon  the  news  had  spread 
That  an  explosion  had  occurred, 
And  then  the  sad  task'came 
Of  searching  for  the  dead. 


Amongst  the   dead   and   dying,   death  held 

hundreds  in  its  grip, 
Evidence  of  the  terrible  force,  contained  within 

that  ship. 
And  victims  that  survived  the  shock, 
Were  suffering  intense  pain, 
For  some  of  them  had  lost  their  sight, 
And  shall  never  see  again. 

With   our   hospitals   overcrowded,   and  the 

suffering  there  was  great 
And  the  cries  of  little  children,  that  would 

make  your  own  heart  ache, 
While  some  were  still  unconscious 
As  the  doctors  dressed  their  wounds, 
And  nobly  worked  with  care  and  skill, 
To  set  their  fractured  bones. 

At  the  morgues  it  was  a  sad,  sad  sight, 

As  the  people  there  were  led, 

To  view  the  rows  of  bodies, 

And  to  identify  their  dead. 

While  some  were  disappointed,  not  to  find 

their  loved  ones  there, 
Sadly  turned  towards  their  homes,  in  sorrow 

and  despair. 

The  scene  upon  the  Commons, 

We'll  remember  all  our  lives, 

To  see  mothers  crying  for  lost  children, 

And  husbands  for  their  wives. 

And  an  awful  look  of  horror  on  their  faces 

could  be  seen, 
For  they  feared  another  explosion  from  the 

Dockyard  Magazine. 

Relief  of  all  kinds  was  rushed  to  our  stricken 
City, 

From  the  rich  and  the  poor,  with  hearts  full 
of  pity, 

The  first  to  send  aid  was  the  land  of  the  free. 
Which    cemented    to    Halifax    the  world's 
sympathy. 

For  what  our  City  suffered,  tongue  cannot  tell 
For  this  tragedy  of  December  sixth,  in  our 
minds  will  ever  dwell. 
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